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a betrayer of his country; had charged him with
** public perfidy *' and with *k unexampled treachery
and falsehood 1J; and had expressed the hope that he
and his fellow-Ministers would, u through the indigna-
tion and vengeance of an injured and undone people,
be brought to expiate their crimes upon the scaffold."
In 1778, on the outbreak of war with France, when a
strong appeal had been made in Parliament for the
union of all parties in face of the country's peril* Fox
had indignantly repudiated the possibility of his ever
working again with North.

And here, in 1783, they were in close and cordial
alliance, preparing jointly to impose a Government
upon the King. Fox'j action is, perhaps, explicable:
he was an able man, an ambitious man, a thoroughly
unprincipled man, eager for power by any means ana
at any cost. North's surrender to Fox's temptation is
less easy to account for: it is probably another evidence
of that amiable weakness which had made him for ten
years the tool of the King. He was now made to be-
lieve that most of the country's woes were due to the
interference of the King with the actions of his
Ministers; he was persuaded that Shelburne would not
be strong enough to resist the royal blandishments;
and finally he was brought to think that he and Fox
together, at the head of the respective phalanxes of
Tories and Whigs, could establish an administration so
overwhelmingly strong in parliamentary support that
it could effectively reduce the royal influence to its
proper limits. His coalition with Fox, of course, com-
pletely alienated him from George III. (who denounced
him as a perfidious traitor, and an execrable deserter);
bet that consequence of his action he had anticipated
and was prepared for.

When Shelburne, in spite of the King's appeals,
persisted in handing in his resignation, for five weeks
tbe unhappy and indignant George strove to find some
way of escape from die hated coalition. He said that
fee would rather die than recognise it; he seriously con-